
 WALES CANCER CONFERENCE 2008 
 

City Hall, Cardiff  
Wednesday 30th April 2008 and Thursday 1st May 2008 

 
Day 1 
 

9.30 Introduction 
 

  Dame Deidre Hine  
 
9.45 Plenary sessions 
    Chair – Dame Deirdre Hine & Prof Tim Maughan, Velindre Hospital 

    
   “Developments in Novel Therapies” 

Prof Paul Workman 
  Professor of Pharmacology & Therapeutics, Institute of Cancer Research 

          
      “Communicating effectively with patients in Oncology”  

    Prof Lesley Fallowfield, Director, Professor of Psycho-Oncology, Sussex  
    Psychosocial Oncology Group 
 

10.45 Parallel sessions 
   

1)  Basic Science focus  -  Bench to Bedside  
   Chair – Prof Ray Waters, Dept Pathology, Cardiff University 
    Co-Chair – Prof Alan Clarke, School of Biosciences, Cardiff University 
 

- Human telomere dynamics and instability 
Dr Duncan Baird, Dept Pathology, Cardiff University 
 
- Colon Cancer and Cox-2: new downstream targets and the importance of 
the tumour microenvironment for gene regulation 
Prof Chris Paraskeva, Dept of Cellular & Molecular Medicine, Uni of Bristol 
 
- Correcting the blueprint for life: determining the mechanism of   
global genome repair 

  Dr Simon Reed, Dept Pathology, Cardiff University 
     
  - Modelling intestinal cancer in the mouse 
    Prof Alan Clarke, School of Biosciences, Cardiff University 

 
2)  New therapies for cancer and their evaluation in clinical trials  

    Chair – Prof Alan Burnett, Dept Haematology, Cardiff University 



     Co-Chair Chris McGuigan, School of Pharmacy, Cardiff University  
 

 
  3)  Cancer Policy in Wales  
     Question and answer session with Key Welsh Assembly  
     Members. 
      
   Panel
   Helen Mary Jones, Plaid Cymru Health Spokesperson for Health  
    Jenny Randerson , Liberal Democrat Health Spokesperson for Health  
   Glyn Davies, Former Conservative Assembly Member and Bowel cancer Survivor 
    Cath Lindley, MacMillan 
    Richard Davidson, Director of Policy and Public Affairs Cancer Research UK  
 
         

12.45 Lunch and poster viewing 
 

2.30 Break out sessions 
 

1)  Translational science focus – Bedside to Bench 
  Chair – Prof Gerry Thomas, Imperial College London 
    Co-chair – Prof Alan Clarke, School of Biosciences, Cardiff University 
   

      - ParpI and BRCA2 
       Dr Trevor Hay, School of Biosciences, Cardiff University  
 
      -  OPCML - a new gene involved in women's cancer 
        Prof Hani Gabra, Professor of Medical Oncology, ICL   
 
    - Wales Cancer bank update  
       Prof Malcolm Mason, Velindre Hospital 
 
     - bac array CGH profiles relating to activation of the ret oncogene 
       Kristian Unger or Horst Zitzelsberger TBC 
 
     - final session on submitted abstracts  

 
2)   Clinical Trials Symposium 

        Chair – Prof John Wagstaff, Director Wales Cancer Trials Network 
         Co-Chair - Gareth Griffiths, Scientific Director, Wales Cancer Trials Unit 

 
   3)   Survivorship – living with Cancer 

Chair Cath Lindley, MacMillan 
 



 Session to include Jessica Corner and a patients perspective.   
 
4.30 Tea break 

 
4.50 Plenary sessions including one science  

 
    Chair –Prof Robert Mansel, Dept Surgery, Cardiff University  
    Co-chair Robert Nicholson, School of Pharmacy, Cardiff University 
 
   “Target therapy for breast cancer”  

   Dr Dennis Slamon, Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Centre, UCLA 
 

   “Late effects and Radiotherapy” 
     Prof Jane Maher, Consultant Clinical Oncologist, Mount Vernon Cancer Centre and  
              Hillingdon Hospital 
 

5.50 Poster viewing and drinks reception 
 

Poster judging panel 
 
Science, Prof Julian Sampson (head judge), Medical Genetics, Prof David Kipling, 
Dept Pathology, Dr Thomas Caspari. North West Wales Cancer Research Fund 
 
Clinical, Prof Roger Taylor, Swansea University, Prof Nick Stuart, Bangor University, 
Prof Clare Wilkinson, Dept General Practice, Cardiff University 
 

6.30 Satellite symposium – Roche 
 

   Chair: Tim Maughan 
    Breast Presentation: Dennis Slamon, UCLA 
   GI Presentation: Jeff Evans, Consultant Oncologist and Senior Lecturer in Medical  
              Oncology at the University of Glasgow 
   Lung Presentation:  
   Q&A Panel session 
 

8.30 Dinner and Ceilidh plus poster prize awarded  
      Prof Malcolm Mason – Master of Ceremonies 
              
Day 2 
 

8.00  Symposium – Sanofi Aventis 
 
   The Evolution and Future Developments of Taxanes 
    Senthil Vel, Medical Manager, Sanofi-Aventis 



 
Lung Cancer: No Room for Chance,  
Dr Marianne Nicholson, Consultant Oncologist, Aberdeen NHS Trust 
  
Q & A Forum 
Panel to include additional member TBA 

 
9.00 Parallel sessions  

 
1) Young Investigator Session  
Chair – Prof Jerry Cheadle, Medical Genetics, Cardiff University 
Co-chair – Prof Trevor Dale, School of Biosciences, Cardiff University 
 

    This Session will highlight some of the most significant cancer research  
    undertaken by junior investigators (Ph.D. students, post-doctoral scientists, M.D.  
   students, nurses and other researchers) within Wales. 

 
2) Immunology session –  
 
Chair – Dr Awen Gallimore, Department of Medical Biochemistry and Immunology, 
Cardiff University 
Co-chair – Dr Andy Godkin, Consultant Physician, University Hospital Wales 
 
Hardev Pandha, Senior Lecturer in Medical Oncology, University of Surrey 
Zsuzsanna Tabi, Cardiff University School of Medicine 
Mathias Eberl, Cardiff University School of Medicine 
 
3) “Do Dogs Give You Cancer? - Risk, Prevention and Perceptions of Cancer'.” 
   Dr Ian Lewis – Tenovus, Karen Robson, Breast Cancer Care 
 
4) Palliative care session 
   Chair Anthony Byrne, Medical Director - Marie Curie Cancer Care 
   Co-chair Gareth Griffiths, Scientific Director, Wales Cancer Trials Unit 
 

      Chair’s Introduction    Dr. Anthony Byrne  
 

  Patient Choice:    
    Developing a focused research portfolio for palliative care     
      Professor Henry McQuay 
     Nuffield Professor of Clinical Anaesthetics, University of Oxford 
 

Emerging themes: 
 



     Patient experience:  journeys through supportive and palliative care research 
     Dr. Annmarie Nelson  
      Marie Curie Palliative Care Senior Research Fellow, Wales Cancer Trial Unit  

  + patient representative  
 

Local study summaries     
   Dr. Annmarie Nelson  

 
     Complex studies of complex interventions: Pragmatism and making the  
     numbers count 
       Dr. Simon Noble, Dept Palliative Medicine, Royal Gwent Hospital 
 
     Local Study summaries: Dr. A. Byrne 
          Dr. S. Dorman 
         Dr. S. Noble 
         Dr. R. Hain, Department of Child Health 
 
      The challenge of recruitment: research nurse models for palliative care  
      studies  
      Open to the Floor 
     Discussion lead by Dr. Barbara Moore, Velindre Hospital and Dr Andy Fowell,  
     Macmillan Consultant in Palliative Care, Ysbyty Gwynedd, Bangor 
  
  11.00 Tea 
 

11.30 Break out sessions continued  
 
1) Young investigator session continued 
 
2) Clinical focus – Cancer and Primary Care 
Chair – Prof Claire Wilkinson, Research Director at the North Wales Clinical School 
Co-chair Dr Richard Neal, Clinical Senior Lecturer 
 
   - Update from Chair of NCRI Primary Care Clinical Studies Group –  
    Prof David Weller, General Practice section, Division of Community Health  
   Sciences, The University of Edinburgh 
 

    - F-U of Prostate cancer in primary care  
      Dr Richard Neal, Clinical Senior Lecturer, Dept General Practice, Cardiff  
            University 

     
      - Systematic Review of primary vs secondary cancer follow-up care 
       Ruth Lewis 
 



       - Update on Prosdex and Bresdex studies 
      Prof Glyn Elwyn, Cardiff Centre for Health Sciences Research 
 
      -Systematic review of acceptability of HPV technologies 
      Roopa Adke, Ruth Lewis 
 
       - Prevalence of HPV in Wales (TBC but data expected) 
       Prof Alison Fiander and the HPV team, Dept Obs and Gynae,  
      Cardiff University 
 
      – Qualitative study of fathers and HPV vaccination  
        Myfanwy Davies 

 
     Lawrence Moore, Director, Cardiff Institute of Society, Health and Ethics 

topic to be confirmed 
 
3) Debate 
Chair – Claudia McVie, Tenovus Chief Executive,  

       Co-Chair - Joint Chief Executive, of Breast Cancer Care, Samia al Qadhi 
       “All effective treatment should be free”   
   For – Gill Donovan, Cancer Care Cymru Director of Patient Services  
 
  1.30 Lunch 
 

2.30 Plenary talk  
   Chair – Fergus McBeth, Director, National Collaborating Centre for Cancer 
       Co-chair David Wynford-Thomas, Dean of Medicine, Cardiff University 
 
  “Cancer Genome” 
    Dr Andy Futreal   
   Joint Leader, Cancer Genome Project, Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute 
 
        Sir Michael Rawlins, Chairman National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence  

      
Closing remarks –  Professor  Tim Maughan 


